CAESAR      IN      ABSYSINIA	35
Kidane, if he had anything to say, always told me the
truth ; Ato David as regularly the reverse.
They arranged an interview for me with the Emperor,
Kidane, I found at once, was thoroughly sociable. After
a few drinks I noticed that he was taking strop.
He explained that he never drank anything else, with a
sad but confiding gesture, because his stomach was so weak.
Perhaps it was. Though he stayed in the cinema-bars of
Addis until midnight, chatting amiably to all the Europeans,
I never saw him drink anything stronger. He had, besides
Public Instruction, the Fine Arts and the Press Bureau, two
other functions which called for a clear head. One was
to maintain friendly contacts with all Europeans, which
fitted him down to the ground; the other was to report on
their activities, their friends and their attitude towards
Ethiopia, on which I am less qualified to judge.
The more whisky Ato David swallowed the more close
and crablike did he become.
On Tuesday I was commanded to the Little Gibbi, where
the Emperor would receive me. Ato David was rather
obscure about dress ; his only hopeful comment was " the
blacker the better." I found all the necessary parts of
morning dress at the British Legation.
The Little Gibbi, at the northern end of Addis towards
Mount Entoto, was the latest of the Emperor's demonstra-
tions of order and neatness to his people. It was planned,
I believe, on the model of a country house which he had
visited in England, and it was furnished by Messrs. Waring
& Gillow. The Emperor disliked the systemless meanders
of the Old Gibbi, built and chaotically extended by Menelik :
he used the old buildings of the Gibbi Hill only for meetings
of his State Council, and for the offices of the Imperial
Secretary.
Two sentry boxes, striped diagonally in the colours of
Ethiopia, green, yellow and red, held the front gate of the
Little Gibbi. Inside was the nearest approach to Europe
in the Empire. A long elliptical gravel drive ; well-kept
gardens ; a working fountain. At the bottom, quarters
of the Imperial Guard. At the top, the portico of the
Imperial Palace.

